
Forest Health & Wildfire
The Sacramento region is home to 2.5 million people, and ground zero for toxic
air quality from increasingly catastrophic wildfires. We urge the Federal
Government to help us protect public health by investing in preparation,
response, and recovery from catastrophic fire and smoke scenarios.

Requested Actions: Fire Prevention & Forest Health

Ensure that the US Forest Service meets its 2020 Agreement for Shared Stewardship of California’s Forest and Rangelands commitment to

treat 500,000 acres per year of its lands in California. With California’s own commitment, this will be a combined 1 million acres annually.

US Forest Service should increase the number of 20-year Master Stewardship Agreements.

Expand the use of Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) between federal agencies and nonfederal partners to enhance fire management

across jurisdictions and to support the use of fire for public safety and ecological benefits.

Increase prescribed burn acreage, maximize benefits, lower costs and improve safety.

Provide support to local jurisdictions to harden critical infrastructure, protect essential public services, and to support the deployment of

emergency service centers.

Invest in the growth and continued maintenance of urban forests and greening, especially in underserved and vulnerable neighborhoods, to

protect communities from smoke inhalation and to improve public health outcomes.

Permit programmatic or program-level NEPA or NEPA/CEQA approvals to enable actions in similar circumstances in different locations;

permit local projects to tier off established programmatic NEPA or NEPA/CEQA approvals.

Increase the resistance and resilience of communities by reducing the risk of wildfire-related structure fires and addressing the problem of

widespread insurance coverage cancellation.

Increase biomass utilization by supporting:

Policies that position all biomass types as a value-added energy resource and that provide a level playing field between biomass facilities

using a wide range of waste streams and other forms of advanced energy (such as wind and solar).

Markets for value-driven end-uses for biomass material such as electricity, synthetic gas, biochar, biogas, renewable natural gas, wood

products, lumber and composites products.

Continued funding of the US Forest Service Wood Innovations Program.

Continued funding for forestry management and, in particular, to retain eligibility for forestry biomass projects.

Requested Actions: Fire Response

Offer our thanks for the 2018 elimination of “fire-borrowing,” and for

the establishment and 2020 launch of the new FLAME Wildfire

Suppression Reserve Fund for excessive wildfire costs.

Support the development and operation of “Clean Air Centers” in rural

and urban communities in the event of air quality crises.

In addition, provide funding for school districts to create at least one

clean air center within each school (e.g. MPR, gym), to enable districts

to provide greater safety to students and staff during air quality crises,

without needing to close entirely.

Funding to deploy new monitoring technologies to key receptor areas,

such as schools, hospitals, and parks, to provide more detailed and

actionable information in future air quality crises.

Treat wildfire like other natural disasters and ensure wildfire disasters

are eligible for FEMA funding under a federal emergency declaration.

Requested Actions: Post-Fire Recovery

Prioritize efforts to address the declining health of California’s forests by making new federal recovery resources available to California:

Make available FEMA or other funding to enable air districts to recoup extraordinary expenses associated with mobilizing and

responding to an air quality crisis.

Support and streamline the EPA’s use of “exceptional event” declarations for catastrophic wildfire.
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