
 

 

Biomass & Beyond: Growing a Resilient Regional Bioeconomy 
November 5, 2025 | 10:30 AM - 2:30 PM  

The California Endowment in Downtown Sacramento 

 
10:30 AM​ Arrival, Registration, & Networking 
 

11:00 AM​ Welcoming Remarks 
●​ Evan Schmidt | Chief Executive Officer, Valley Vision 

 
 

Mentimeter Activity - Bioeconomy Basics 
11:05 AM​ Making the Case for Biomass 

●​ Keynote Speaker 

 

 
11:15 AM​ Biomass & the Bioeconomy 

●​ Cindy Chen | Woody Biomass and Forest Products Advisor, UC Ag & Natural Resources 
 

Mentimeter Activity - What resonated with you? 
 
11:45 AM​ Stories from the Field 
 

12:35 PM​ Lunch & Interactive Activity 
 

1:15 PM​ Table Report Outs & Discussion 
 

1:35 PM​ Moving the Needle: SB 88, AB 1207 + Prop 4  
●​ Elizabeth Betancourt | Natural and Working Lands Policy Advisor, California Department 

of Conservation 
●​ Julia Levin | Executive Director, Bioenergy Association of California 
●​ Lisa Lien-Mager | Deputy Secretary for Forest and Wildfire Resilience - Wildfire Task 

Force, California Natural Resources Agency 
 

2:15 PM ​ Special Announcement  
2:25 PM​ Closing Remarks & Call to Action  


