


Portable Equipment 
Registration Program (PERP) 

and the Portable Engine 
Airborne Toxic Control 

Measure (ATCM)



What is PERP?
• Regulation effective September 17, 1997.

• Voluntary, fee-based program for portable 
equipment registration.
• Statewide operation of portable equipment. 

• Reduce particulate matter (PM) emissions.

• CARB sets requirements. 

• Local Air District permit authority and enforcement.

•  California Code of Regulations, Title 13,   
sections 2450-2465.
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• Portable definition – CCR 13§2452(dd):
• An engine or equipment unit must be 

designed and capable of being moved from 
one location to another.

 No motive power.

 Less than 12 consecutive months.

 No foundation or stationary source operation.

 No recurring operation each year.

What is Portable Equipment?
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• Portable equipment includes:
• Auxiliary Engines.

• Pile-Driving Hammers (Pile Drivers).

• Equipment Units.
• Tactical Support Equipment (TSE).

• Over 51,000 units in PERP:
• 34,600 engines (including pile drivers).

• 13,400 equipment units.

• 3,400 TSE.

Portable Equipment
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Portable Engines and Pile Drivers

• Engine definition – CCR 13§2452(k):
• Piston driven internal combustion engine.

• Engines 50 brake horsepower (bhp) and 
greater.

 Diesel, Gasoline, Natural Gas, Propane.

• Pile Drivers:
• One piston.
 Diesel, Kerosene.
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Portable Engines and Pile Drivers
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• Certified nonroad engines equipped with 
Emission Control Label.

Portable Engines
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Off-Road Tier Standards
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• A PERP registration consists of:
• Registration certificate. 

• Operating conditions.

• Stickers.

• Placard.

• Different placards for easy identification.

Tier Identification
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• Equipment unit definition – CCR 13§
2452(m):
• Equipment that emits PM10.

• Sometimes powered by a portable 
engine.

• No hazardous air pollutants (HAP) or 
incineration.

Portable Equipment Units
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• Equipment units may include:
• Abrasive blasters.

• Concrete batch plants.

• Sand and gravel plants.

• Pavement crushing and recycling units.

• Tub grinders and trommel screens.

• Woodchippers.

• Slurry Mixers.

• Rock drills.

Portable Equipment Units
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Portable Equipment Units
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• TSE definition – CCR 13§ 2452(uu):
• Portable engines, including turbines.
• Owned by military installations.
• Used in: 
 Combat/combat support.
 Tactical/relief operations.
 Training for such operations.

• Ringelmann 2 or 40% opacity.

Tactical Support Equipment (TSE)
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• Portable Engine ATCM became effective 
March 11, 2005.
• Diesel Risk Reduction Plan.

• Only applies to portable diesel engines 
50 bhp and greater. 

• California Code of Regulations, Title 17,   
sections 93116-93116.5.

Portable Engine ATCM Background
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• Reduces Diesel PM emissions by:
• Limits older diesel engines from entering CA.

• Fleet emissions reduction requirements.

• Fleet definition – CCR 17§93116.2(a)(17):
• Large Fleet: Over 750 bhp from all engines. 

• Small Fleet: 750 bhp or less from all engines.

Portable Engine ATCM
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• Phase-out schedule for all fleets.

• Fleet Average option for Large fleets only.

• Exempt from fleet requirements:
• Low-use engines.
• Emergency-use engines.
• Level-3 Verified Diesel Emission Control 

Strategy (VDECS). 
 Only reduces PM for Fleet Average option.

Portable Engine ATCM
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Tier Phase-Out Schedule
Engine

Certification
Engines rated 50 to 750 bhp Engines rated

>750 bhpLarge Fleet Small Fleet

Tier 1 1/1/2020 1/1/2020 1/1/2022

Tier 2 built prior to 
1/1/2009 1/1/2022 1/1/2023 1/1/2025

Tier 2 built on or 
after 1/1/2009 NA NA 1/1/2027

Tier 3 built prior to 
1/1/2009 1/1/2025 1/1/2027 NA

Tier 3 built on or 
after 1/1/2009 1/1/2027 1/1/2029 NA

Tier 1, 2, and 3 
flexibility engines

December 31 of the year 17 years after the date 
of manufacture.  This provision shall not apply to 
any engine operation before the effective date of 

this regulation
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• Must register all portable engines in PERP.

Fleet PM Standard Requirements
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Questions? Looking for more details?   

Visit the PERP webpage for more information 
and to subscribe to future notifications.

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/portable-
equipment-registration-program-perp

General Help

portable@arb.ca.gov

Program Contact Information
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PERP generators are allowed to provide primary or 

supplemental to Stationary Sources 

• Example: Portable Engine at a building

• Section 2453(m)(4)(E) of PERP 

Regulation

PERP not allowed to operate as part of a Stationary Source 

• Stationary Source determined by District

• Example: Concrete Batch Plant powered by PERP

• Section 2453(m)(4)(B) of PERP Regulation



PERP equipment is not allowed for power production 

(primary or supplemental) at a building, facility, stationary 

source, etc., except: 

• Electrical upgrade operations

• Includes startup, shutdown, testing

• < 90 calendar days (may be extended)

• Section 2453(m)(4)(E)(3) of PERP Regulation
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