
IIJA in Context:
Envisioning a megaproject through the 

lens of climate and equity

Autumn Bernstein

Yolo County Transportation District



Causeway 2.0

What would an equitable, climate-

friendly Yolo I-80 Causeway look like?





Project Area



Potential Project Elements

• Add additional vehicle lane 

• carpool or express or transit lane?

• Bicycle & pedestrian improvements

• Intelligent transportation system (ITS) 

elements

• New connector ramp at 80/50 interchange

• Faster, more frequent bus service

• $85 million INFRA grant (July 2021) provides 

partial funding



How do we minimize 

emissions?
Adding lanes >> induces more driving

VMT = Vehicle Miles Traveled

Table is from I-5 Managed Lanes Traffic 
Analysis



How do we 

make it 

equitable?

Who benefits from the project?

Who is burdened by it?

Who pays for it?

How can past harms be addressed?







Final Equity Program
Approved April 2021

1. Provide free, pre-loaded toll tags for low-income households in the project area

2. Provide cash value on new or existing regional transit pass (Clipper) to low-income 

residents in the project area

3. Enroll low-income residents in regional discount transit program (Clipper START)

4. Provide capacity to local organizations to educate and enroll participants

5. (As funding allows) Implement new express bus service that serves low-income areas



In summary…
• IIJA prioritizes equity and climate emissions 

more than prior federal spending programs

• Highway projects may need to up their game on 

climate and equity

• For more information: abernstein@yctd.org

mailto:abernstein@yctd.org

